Mahoning & Trumbull County Building Trades Insurance Fund 


33 Fitch Boulevard 
• 
Austintown, Ohio 44515 

Phone: (330) 270-0453 

Toll Free: 800-435-2388 

October 27, 2005 

Dear Participants/Dependents: 

As you may be aware, healthcare costs have dramatically increased over the past several years with additional increases expected. The Trustees are continuously examining the Plan for ways to control these increasing costs while still providing quality healthcare to its members. Effective January 1, 2006, the Plan will implement a formulary for the prescription portion of its health plan coverage. A formulary is a list of preferred drugs for you to speak to your physician about prescribing for you and your family. The goal of implementing a formulary is to help your physician prescribe medications for you to resolve your medical needs while limiting the financial impact to you and the Fund. The formulary recommends that physicians prescribe proven and effective, but often less​expensive alternatives, whenever practical. The Fund's prescription benefit manager, Envision Rx Options, determines where drugs fall on their formulary based on many factors, but mainly the determinations are based on safety and efficacy of the medications. 

The formulary will divide drugs into three categories or "tiers". "Tier One" drugs include most generic drugs. "Tier Two" drugs include preferred brand name drugs. Tier Two medications are the preferred medications for physicians to prescribe. "Tier Three" drugs are considered "non​preferred" drugs and will typically result in a higher copay. 

	
	RETAIL 
	MAIL 

	
	30 DAY 
	90 DAY 

	
	SUPPLY 
	SUPPLY 

	Tier 1- Generic 
	$10 
	$20 

	Tier 2 - Formulary Brand 
	25% 
	20% 

	Tier 3 - Non-Formulary Brand 
	50% 
	35% 


In addition, a mandatory generic program will be instituted. Members who receive brand medications when a generic equivalent is avail~le will be charged the difference between the cost of the generic and the brand drug in addition to the brand co-payment. 

Enclosed is a pocket formulary tor you to refer to which lists the most prescribed medications that are dispensed for medical conditions. For a full listing of medications on the formulary, you may visit Envision Rx Options' website at www.envisionrx.com or by calling their helpdesk at 1-800​361-4542. 

More information will be sent in the upcoming months regarding the formulary conversion process. In the meantime, if you have any questions please feel free to contact the Fund Office or the Envision helpdesk at 1-800-361-4542. 

Sincerely, 

Board of Trustees 

Mahoning & Trumbull County Building Trades Insurance Fund 

